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Did You Know?

Science & Technology in Israel

Israel has long been on the cutting edge of military industry developed at a rapid pace,
research and development of high technology. A meeting the country’s needs for armaments and
country of limited natural resources, Israel's scien- technologies which it could not obtain from
tists and engineers have been constantly faced abroad. Israel today remains a leader in the
with the challenge of quickly devising new and development of military technologies.
innovative solutions. History and geography have
made Israelis adept at identifying problems, Research and development (R&D) in Israel has
. finding solutions, and quickly turning ideas into  grown far beyond the military. There are dozens
American Technior v commercial products. of government, defense and public research
institutes, medical centers and universities
Theodor Herzl, the founder of the Zionist move- conducting agricultural, industrial, energy and
ment, promoted the idea of a modern Jewish medical R&D.Overall, Israel ranks among the top
state not only as a physical home for Jews, but seven countries worldwide for patents per
also as a spiritual, cultural and scientific center. capita.
The Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the Daniel
Sieff Research Institute (later renamed the
Weizmann Institute of Science) were all recog-
nized institutions prior to Israel’s establishment in
1948. These institutions are recognized today as
some of the best institutions of higher learning
and research in the world.
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In 1948, the newly-created Israel Defense Forces
established a branch called the Science Corps.
The Corps developed new arms, explosives, and a
variety of electronic appliances for the IDF.Israel's  Rafacl, Armament C ment Autharity
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