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= In vitro palyclonal activation of peripheral Blood mononuclear cells
(PBMCs) from 70% of the simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV) serum en-
zyme-linked, immunosorbent assay (ELISA}-negative sooty mangabeys leads
to synthesis and release of low but significant and reproducible levels of SIV-
reactive antibodies, as determined by ELISA and Western blot analvsis. The
predominant isctype of SIV-reactive amiibodies in the pokeweed mitogen
(FWM) supernatant fluids from serum ELISA-negative mangabeys is Ighi,
whereas the predominant isotype of SIV-reactive antibodies in seropositive
mangabeys is IgG. Depletion of CD8 ™~ cells led to a2 marked increase in the
levels of SIV-reactive antibodies detected in supernatant floids from PWM-
induced cultures from the serum ELISA-negative mangabeys. No evidence for
such SIV-reactive antibodies has been found, to date, in similar unfractionated
or CD&™ T-cell-depleted PWM-induced PEMC cultures from uninfected
macaques. Supernatant fluids from PWM culures of PBMCs from 2 select
group of serum ELISA-negative mangabeys, when concentrated five times,
were shown to give 2 Western blot profile against STV, similar to the profile
seen with plasma from seropositive infected macagues and mangabeys. Evi-
dence is presented to show that these serum ELISA-negutive mangabeys are
mosi likely larently infected with 51V, This evidence, which was obtained in
samples from such ELISA-negative mangabeys, includes the detection of re-
verse transcriptase activity and the presence of SIV p27 in supernatant fluids
of phytchemagglutinin-stimulated PBMCs in vitro. In addition, the data show
the presence of CDE ™ T cells that regulate SIV-specific Ig synthesis and show
the detection of gag sequences by the polvmerase chain reaction. Thus, the
PWM assay described herein may provide a valuable additional tool for de-
tection of lentivirus infection before or in the absence of seroconversion. Key
Words: Simian immunodeficiency virus infection—Nonhuman primates—
Polyclonal activation—Latent infection—Tolerance.
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the ability of the viral antigens to elicit an immune
response and on the ability of the host to mount a
specific immune response. In this regard, numerous
reports have been published that document the ab-
sence of virus-specific antibodies in the presence of
lentivirus infections in nonhuman primates and cats
{1-3) and a low incidence of human immunodefi-
ciency virus type 1 (HIV-1) and human T-lympho-
tropic virus type 1 (HTLV-1) infections (4-10}. The
occurrence of this phenomenon, the precise mech-
anisms that lead to such a state, and its implications
can be best studied in animal models of lentivirus
infection in which such a phenomencn has been re-
ported. Our laboratory has documented the pres-
ence of occult lentiviris infection in a colony of
spoty mangabeys (Cercocebus arys), a species from
West Africa (1) in which infection is naturally trans-
mitted by routes that have yet o be determined.
However, such infection does not appear to induce
disease in its natural host {11). The mechanisms by
which such a natural host develops protective im-
munity against lentivirus-induced discase are far
from clear, and the elucidation of these mechanisms
is clearly of paramount importance since it may pro-
vide a rationale for vaccine strategies against hu-
man HIV-1 infection. Toward this goal, our labora-
tory has been studying humoral and cellular re-
sponses to the simian immupodeficiency virus
(STV) in naturally infected but clinically asymptom-
atic sooly mangabeys and in rhesus macagques
(Macaca mularra), which (in coatrast to the mang-
abeys), when experimenially injected with an SIV
pool isolated from sooly mangabeys (SIVsmm), de-
velop infection that results in disease similar to that
seen with HIV-1 infection of humans (12).
Conventional serological studies conducted on
the colony of sooly mangabeys at the Yerkes Re-
gional Primate Research Center (YRPRC) by using
the commercially available HIV-2 kit showed that
=75% of the animals were seropositive and that se-
roconversion often coincided with the onset of sex-
ual maturity in this colony. Analysis of serum sam-
ples from these S51V-seropositive mangabeys con-
firmed reactivity to most, if not all, major proteins
of SIV, as determined by RIPA and Western blot
analysis, with results similar to those obtained with
serum samples from rhesus or pigtailed macagues
experimentally infected with SIVsmm. On the other
hand, in vitro cultore of peripheral blood mononu-
clear cells (PBMCs) with pokeweed mitogen
{(PWM), a polyclonal activation agent, provided ev-
idence of some intriguing differences between the
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two species. Data are presented that show the se-
cretion of S1V-specific antibodies in culture super-
natant fluids of PWM-stimulated PEMCs not only
from seropositive mangabeys and macaques exper-
imentally infected with SIVsmm but also from
mangabeys that were serum enzyme-linked immu-
nosorbent assay (ELISA) negative by conventional
serology. In contrast, such reactivity was never ob-
served in PWM cultures of PBMCs from uninfected
rhesus macaques, chimpanzees, and pigtailed
macagques that were seronegative by similar tests.
The synthesis of SIV-reactive antibodies, in concert
with the findings of reverse transcriptase (RT) ac-
livity, detection of p27 gag proteins, and detection
of gag sequences by the polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) in PBMCs of serum ELISA-negative man-
gabeys, provides evidence that virus transmission
must occur in this naturally infected species long
before seroconversion. These data suggest that
there is clearly a stage during natural SIV infection
when the monkeys are infected but remain serum
ELISA negative, for reasons that are not clear at
present.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals

All monkeys used in this study are housed at the Yerkes Re-
gional Primate Center at Emory University. They are maintained
in accondance with the instructions of the Committee on the Care
and Use of Laboratory Animals of the Institute of Laboratory
Animal Resources. Mational Research Council, and the U.S.
Public Health Service guidelines, as outlined in the Guide for the
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,

PWM Assay

For the polyclonal PWM zssay, PEMCs were incubated for 2
h at room temperatare (1o remove cytophilic immunoglobulins),
washed with medinm, and then resuspended at 2 % 10° cells/ml.
Cultures were performed in triplicates; they contained medium
slone (spontaneous immunoglobuling or a 1:500 final dilution of
PWM (GIBCO, Grand Island, NY, U.5.A.) and were incubated
for 6 days at 37°C in a 7% CO-humidified incubator. The cul-
tures were then cemrifuged, and the undiluted supernatant fluid
was assayed for total immunoglobulin (1g) and 51V -specific Ig on
the same day. The supernatant fluid and the stored plasma from
the same blood samples were assayed in paraliel. Samples of the
supernatant fluid were also assayed for wotal protein content by
using the Biorsd protein assay kit (Biorad, Richmond, CA,
U.S.A)

Media

Medium wsed throughout this study consisted of RMP1 1640
supplemented with 100 U/ml penicillin, 100 pg/ml streptomycin,
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